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FEATURED READERS 
 
Terry Farish's (Either the Beginning or the End of the World) novels include The Good 
Braider, an American Library Association Best Book for young adults.  Her newest novel 
is Either the Beginning or the End of the World, about a Cambodian-American daughter 
who confronts her culture's enduring past when she falls in love with a veteran back 
from war.  Her picture books include Luis Paints the World, illustrated by Oliver 
Dominguez, set in a Dominican-American community in Lawrence, Massachusetts. 
Through the New Hampshire Humanities Council, Terry leads literacy programs with 
refugee and immigrants. 
  
John Hodge (Overcoming the Lie of “Race”) obtained his bachelor’s degree in 
mathematics from the University of Kansas as a member of Phi Beta Kappa and 
received his  Ph.D. in philosophy from Yale. After being a college professor for several 
years, he obtained a law degree from the University of California, Berkeley, and, in 
1980, moved with his wife and young child from California to the Boston area. He self-
published his first book in 1975, titled Cultural Bases of Racism and Group Oppression: 
An Examination of Traditional ‘Western’ Concepts, Values and Institutional Structures 
Which Support Racism, Sexism and Elitism. He has other published writings dealing 
generally with the values of democracy, which you can learn about from his website at 
JohnLHodge.com. 
  
Ruth Lepson (ask anyone) is a poet-in-residence at the New England Conservatory, 
where she often collaborates with musicians. Her new book comes with musical settings 
of some of the poems, available at her website, ruthlepson.com. She has three other 
books of poems, from Alice James Books and BlazeVOX, and she has edited Poetry 
from Sojourner: A Feminist Anthology, published by the University of Illinois Press. Her 
poetry and prose have been published in many periodicals, including Jacket2, Harvard 
Review, Agni, The Women’s Review of Books, Shampoo, Big Bridge and The Brooklyn 
Rail. She has organized poetry readings for Oxfam, worked on Partisan Review and the 
Boston University Journal, taught in the poets-in-the-schools program and at a number 
of area colleges. She grew up in the Washington, D. C. area and now lives in 
Cambridge. 
  
John Amiard Oberteuffer, born in Boston, is the son and grandson of professional 
artists, but as a journalist, entrepreneur-physicist, and speech technologist, writing has 
always been an important part of his professional activities. In 2009, he published a 
mystery-thriller, Swedish Blood. This year he has published a fine-art book about his 
grandfather: Impressionist George Oberteuffer – His Life and Work in France and 
America with art historian Kathleen Kienholz. He lives near Boston with his wife and two 
cats and spends summers on Cape Cod.  
  



Dave Riese is a short-story writer who has written since Arlington High School, Bates 
College, and the Air Force during the Vietnam War — but made his principal career in 
computer programming. Echo from Mount Royal is his first published work. His website 
is http://www.daveriese.com. 
	  
An award-winning author of books about American history and biographies, Leslie 
Wheeler (“Gone but Not Forgotten”) has published three books in the Miranda Lewis 
“living history” mystery series, and has several other novel-length projects in the works. 
Her mystery short stories have appeared in various publications, including the annual 
anthologies of short crime fiction by New England authors, put out by Level Best Books, 
at which she served as a co-editor for six years. Leslie currently serves as Chair of the 
Al Blanchard Short Crime Fiction Contest, sponsored by the New England Crime Bake 
Committee 
  
  


